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The Praxis of Self-Understanding for Psychology in Taiwan

Wei-Lun Lee

Abstract

The comments of Professors Hwang and Lin on my presentation have allowed
me the chance to promote my views and contribute to the development of self-
understanding of psychology in Taiwan. Professor Lin pointed out that positivist
psychology has dominated academic power and set the criteria for all psychologies.
How then, can the advocacy of praxical psychology through dialogue evolve into a
fair and free approach to psychology in Taiwan without challenging the dominant
power of positivist psychology? Professor Hwang's theoretical framework asserts
that the presence of “cultural reality” guarantees a consistency of cultural-inclusive
theories and the life-world of people within a culture, and argues that psychology
based on existential epistemology is nothing but one of realism. Based on his
framework, Professor Hwang raised two questions which reflect a
misunderstanding of my work; and hence further clarification is in order. First, I do
adopt the position of dialogue rather than confrontation. The partners of dialogue,
however, comprise not only colleagues in positivist psychology but also scholars
and practitioners in a new generation of psychology. Accordingly, indigenous
psychology using the approach of praxical psychology defines scholars and
practitioners situated in real life as those who question and demand answers, that is,
the dialogue partners. Second, the ontology for praxical psychology is not limited
to the nature of reality, but more importantly, is about the nature of human
relationship with the world. In addition, its epistemology is not focused on pursuing
truth or constructing theories, but on the guidance of praxis. Thus as proposed by
Hannah Arendt, the nature of its methodology is of ethical practice rather than
pragmatism or functionalism. Therefore, from my perspective, although the
arguments in the questions raised by Professors Hwang and Lin and my answers
may differ, all are concerned with the development of a grounded, rigorous, free

and fair psychology that is compatible to the lives of people in Taiwan.
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