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From Positivist Psychology to Praxical Psychology:

Localizing Phenomenological Pyschology

Wei-Lun Lee

Abstract
This paper proposed that using phenomenological psychology, the concepts of
praxical psychology can be expanded into professional practice to localize knowledge.
To distinguish phenomenological psychology from the knowledge path of scientific
positivism, this paper first examined the epistemological basis of positivist psychology.
The paradigms of naive realism and post-positivist realism are introduced to describe
the different knowledge productions. While post-positivist realism confines modern

mainstream psychology to hypothesis-t e st i ng, an attitude change
i naccessible realityd has resulted in a di s
exi stential position of Afacing the unknowr

on existentialism rather than realism, and is precisely phenomenological psychology,

which is dedicated to the reflexive understanding of the being of humans. Furthermore,

this paper argued that the knowledge operation of reflexive understanding of human

exist ence corresponds to the meaning of praxi
activities such as labor, work and praxis. This articulation has produced a vision of

praxical psychol ogyptphatcadii onar de ptahatiitome c
With praxical psychology, professionals not only apply theories, but also use situated

actions to generate insight into human existence.

Keywords:phenomenological psychology, praxical psychology, positivist psychology,
positivism, pospositivism
Wei-Lun Lee  Department of Counseling and Clinical Psychology, National Dong

Hwa University(wllee@mail.ndhu.edu.tw)
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Comments on the Strategies of Existential Psychology for

Cultural Subjectivity

Kwang-Kuo Hwang

Abstract

Viewing from the perspective of constructive realism (Wallner, 1994), Confucian
ethics and morality is the transcendental formal structure for supporting the lifeworld
of Chinese people which may be manifested itself in every aspect of Chinese social
lives.

Viewing from the perspective of scientific research programme (Lakatos, 1778),
the structure of Confucian ethics and morality is the hard core of a series of
culture-inclusive theories on Confucian relationalism. It must be robust enough to be
examined by various methods of empirical research. The series of theoretical models
constitute its protective belt. We may construct more culture-inclusive theories on the
basis of same hard core.

I am going to demonstrate in the discourse of this article that the psychology of

existentialism may help us to u+4nduwsivest and t
theories constructed by the psychology of realism my contribute to our understanding
of the clientds culture. These two approacht

Nevertheless, no matter a psychologist takes the position of either existentialism on
realism, s/he should insist firmly on the ground of anti-positivism.

Keywords:realism existentialism, transcendental formal structure, hard core,
protective belt

Kwang-Kuo Hwang  Kaohsiung Medical University
(kkhwang@ntu.edu.tw)
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Under the shadows of the positivism and beyond: To face the

domination directly or by detour approach?

Lin, Yaw-Sheng

Abstract

This article is the commentary to

t he

Praxical Psychol ogy: A Phenomenol ogi cal Ro

author agrees that professor Lee try to expand the different types of epistemological
basis for dialogue through the paradigm of tolerance strategy and reach the
understanding based on the ontology of praxical psychology. Professor Lee thinks it is
not necessary to deny the reality of the post positivist realism confined the modern
mainstream psychology to the hypothesis-testing operation, through a change in the
attitude t owar d t he Aul ti mat e but

operation stemming from the existential position off facing the unknowndé ¢ an

obtained. Positivism psychology dominates the academic matrix for a long time, but
we find the multiple discourses effects have made the challenges of “the ontological
insecurity”, "the epistemological confusion™ and "the methodological s paralysis"
syndromes of researches even under the positivism hegemony. It is time to endorse the
different approach to solve the psychology dilemma. However, the difference between
the positivism and post-positivism is needed to articulate deliberately and dialectically.
In particular, is there public sphere to communicate the human active life which
includes labor, work, and praxis in Taiwan psychology academic circle in current
situation? It is the unfinished agenda to facilitate the dialogue from different research
paradigms and re-reflect what the psychology is. Our mission is to examine and

respond to the unfinished agenda critically.

Key words: existential, positivism, popbsitivism, psychology, public sphere

Yaw-Sheng Lin  Department of Psychology, National Taiwan University
(yawsheng@ntu.edu.tw)
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The Praxis of SelfUnderstanding for Psychology in Taiwan

Wei-Lun Lee

Abstract

The comments of Professors Hwang and Lin on my presentation have
allowed me the chance to promote my views and contribute to the development of
self-understanding of psychology in Taiwan. Professor Lin pointed out that
positivist psychology has dominated academic power and set the criteria for all
psychologies. How then, can the advocacy of praxical psychology through
dialogue evolve into a fair and free approach to psychology in Taiwan without
challenging the dominant power of positivist psychology? Professor Hwang's

theoretical framework asserts that the presence o f Acul tur al real ityo

consistency of cultural-inclusive theories and the life-world of people within a
culture, and argues that psychology based on existential epistemology is nothing
but one of realism. Based on his framework, Professor Hwang raised two
questions which reflect a misunderstanding of my work; and hence further
clarification is in order. First, | do adopt the position of dialogue rather than
confrontation. The partners of dialogue, however, comprise not only colleagues in
positivist psychology but also scholars and practitioners in a new generation of
psychology. Accordingly, indigenous psychology using the approach of praxical
psychology defines scholars and practitioners situated in real life as those who
question and demand answers, that is, the dialogue partners. Second, the ontology
for praxical psychology is not limited to the nature of reality, but more importantly,
is about the nature of human relationship with the world. In addition, its
epistemology is not focused on pursuing truth or constructing theories, but on the
guidance of praxis. Thus as proposed by Hannah Arendt, the nature of its
methodology is of ethical practice rather than pragmatism or functionalism.
Therefore, from my perspective, although the arguments in the questions raised by
Professors Hwang and Lin and my answers may differ, all are concerned with the
development of a grounded, rigorous, free and fair psychology that is compatible
to the lives of people in Taiwan.

Wei-Lun Lee Department of Counseling and Clinical Psychology, National

Dong Hwa University(wllee@mail.ndhu.edu.tw)
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A The Board consists of one Chief Editor.
AThe Editorial Board recruit ten to thirty reviewers with a four-year term to

participate in the editing and review process
A The Editorial Board consists of one to two Assistant Editors for the administrative
work involved in the editing of Taiwan Counseling Quarterly.
A The terms and conditions take effect as the date of the approval or amendment of the
Editorial Board meeting.

Operational Guidelines for the Editorial Board

Editorial Board Organization - Terms and Conditions

The Operational Guidelines are developed by the board members to facilitate the
editing and review process of Taiwan Counseling Quarterly.
A Taiwan Counseling Quarterly is an academic journal published quarterly with at least

three papers per issue. Papers are published in chronological order of acceptance.

Submissions will be reviewed within 2 months of receipt.
A All submissions are reviewed under a process where both the authors and the referees

are kept anonymous. Editorial board members shall refrain from making a

recommendation of the referees for manuscripts authored by themselves.
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Call for Paper

Taiwan Counseling Quarterly is a scholarly, electronic journal published quarterly
by Department of Guidance & Counseling at the National Changhua University of
Education and Taiwan Counseling Net in Taiwan. The journal publishes contributions on
many topics, such as mental health, guidance, counseling psychology, clinical psychology,
rehabilitation, counseling, social work, psychiatry, Psychiatric nursing, occupational
therapy, speech-language therapy, special education, employee assistance programs, etc..
Our purpose is to represent the achievements of the academic research, encourage novice
scholar and graduate student to submit, enhance the culture-inclusive research of
counseling, and advance the transnational and interdisciplinary academic development and
communication. We welcome previously unpublished empirical and review papers.
Taiwan Counseling Quarterly publishes papers in the areas of

1. Academic monograph, including empirical research, review essay, theory or skill
about mental health, guidance, counseling psychology, clinical psychology,
rehabilitation counseling, social work, psychiatry, psychiatric nursing, occupational
therapy, speech-language therapy, special education.

2. Practical monograph, including method or strategy in practical experiences,
program design and practice.

Manuscript Preparation

Submission must include a title page, the submitted manuscript, two copies of
Publication Form. Submitted manuscripts must be written in the style outlined in the
Publication Format of Global Mental Health E-Journal and the Publication Manual of the
American Psychological Association (6th edition). Any inconsistence with the format
requirements will result in return of manuscripts. The authors are encouraged to correct the
format and resubmit. All manuscripts must have Chinese and English abstracts both
containing a maximum of 300 words (1,500 to 2,000 characters) typed in a separate page.
Up to five keywords or brief expressions can be supplied with the abstract. A manuscript
(including tables, figures, and both abstracts) should be limited to 12,000 Chinese words or
6,000 English words. If manuscripts have been presented in conferences, have sponsors, or
are adaptations of academic degree theses, it should be addressed in cover letters.

The template of title page and Copyright Authorization Form can be found at
http://tcq.heart.net.tw/ . All the identifying information of the authors should only appear

on cover letters not on the title page. All authors must submit two copies of completed
Copyright Authorization Form.

Manuscripts must be single-spaced and typeset in 12-point word size and printed on
one side only of A4 paper with page numbers. Each page has 38 lines and each line with 35
Chinese words (not applicable if written in English.) There should be no line spacing
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between paragraphs. The author must supply all submitted materials on a CD in Word files
(Word 98 or above).

Publication Policies
Upon acceptance for publication, the Department of Guidance and Counseling at the

National Changhua University of Education has the right to:

1 Publish the accepted manuscript in printed or electronic version

1 Provide the accepted manuscript to commercial online databases for electronically
storage, reproduction, offering access to read, download, or print.

1 Allow the National Library or other database services to provide accepted manuscripts to
their users

1 Make editorial change in accepted manuscripts tailored to different format requirements
of various database services

Review Process

Upon receipt of the manuscripts, the manuscript will be evaluated by the Chief Editor
to ensure the manuscript content fit for the purpose of the journal. Then, the Editorial
Board recommends two experts as reviewers to undergo a masked review process.
Reviewer comments will be forwarded to the authors.

Submission

Submissions are accepted at all times. A review process starts shortly after receipt.
Submission materials must include a title page, three copies of the manuscript, copies of
completed Copyright Authorization Form (each author with two copies completed) and a
CD with all the submitted materials. Please send all materials to:

Department of Guidance & Counseling

Attn. Editorial Board of Taiwan Counseling Quarterly
National Changhua University of Education

No. 1, Ji-De Road, Changhua City, Taiwan 500 R.O.C.
Tel:886-4-723-2105 Ext.2211

Email: tcntcg@gmail.com
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2. The author permits the Department of Guidance & Counseling at the National
Changhua University of Education can grant the use of this Manuscript to other
database services for free or for a cost. If it is for a cost, the money belongs to the
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completing this Manuscript. This Manuscript is an original piece of work by the
author. The author has the right to transfer its publishing and proprietary rights.
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